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FELLOW  CITIZENS  : 

One  hundred  and  one  years  have  Ihis  day  elapsed  since  the  birth  of 
Thomas  Paine.  He  was  born  in  Norfolk  County,  England.  His  early  ad- 
vantages of  education  were  but  limited.  Like  many  other  distinguished 
characters,  he  rose  to  eminence  chiefly  by  his  own  unaided  powers.  Doctor 
Franklin  was  introduced  to  him  in  England  in  1774,  and  discovered  that  he 
had  a  spirit  congenial  with  his  own,  and  justly  appreciated  his  character  and 
talents.  He  advised  him  to  visit  the  colonies,  where  his  foresight  and  saga- 
city enabled  him  to  know  that  the  talents  of  such  a  man  would  be  of  im- 
mense value.  Paine  arrived  in  our  city  at  the  close  of  1774,  and  never  did 
he  disappoint  the  sage  and  discerning  Franklin. 

At  that  time  the  hard  hand  of  oppression  had  begun  to  bear  heavily  on  our 
people.  Monarchial  despotism  and  .cruelty  held  their  sway  over  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  fair  land.  The  bondage  became  more  cruel,  and  the  unjust  ex- 
actions greater.  The  lamentations  and  complaints  of  our  people  were  disre- 
garded. It  was  then  that  Paine  published  his  "  Common  Sense."  In  this 
work  he  depicted  our  wrongs  in  the  most  forcible  style.  He  boldly  and  fear- 
lessly attacked  the  whole  fabric  of  the  British  Constitution,  and  exposed  in 
all  their  horror  the  tyrannical  proceedings  of  that  government  towards  us. 
He  proved,  with  irresistable  arguments,  that  a  longer  continuance  under  that 
power  would  be  impracticable  and  destructive  of  our  best  interests.  Con- 
gress, as  late  as  1775,  had  paid  a  species  of  reverence  to  his  Royal  Majesty 
George  the  III.,  by  appointing  a  fast,  and  calling  on  the  people,  among  other 
things,  to  pray  for  their  rightful  sovereign.  Shortly  after  this  period  it  was 
owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the  writings  of  Paine,  that  the  energies  of  an 
oppressed  people  became  aroused,  and  thousands  flocked  to  the  standard  of 
liberty.  In  the  language  of  Dr.  Rush,  "  The  work  called  Common  Sense, 
burst  upon  the  world  with  an  effect  rarely  equalled  by  types  and  paper,  in  any 
age,  or  in  any  country."  From  impartial  history,  we  can  learn,  that  this 
production  was  mighty  in  fanning  the  rising  flame  of  liberty,  and  calling 
forth  the  courage,  and  nerving  the  arms  of  our  people.  A  dark  cloud  of  des- 
pondence had  been  hanging  over  the  colonists  but  this  publication  caused  a 
light  to  break  forth  from  behind  the  gloom.  The  timid  became  encouraged 
and  the  fainting  hearts  were  cheered.  Let  us  assert  our  rights  and  fight  for 
our  deliverance, whether  freedom  or  death  be  our  portion,became  the  language 
of  many.  This  publication  was  a  bright  manifestation  of  the  mighty  influence, 
that  one  mind  through  the  medium  of  type  and  paper,  can  exert  over  thousands 
of  other  minds,  it  was  known  that  it  proceeded  from  some  gigantic  intellect , 
and  its  authorship  was  ascribed  to  such  men  as  Dr.  Franklin,  Dr.  Rush,  and 
.Samuel  Adams.  Paine  wrote  this  in  February,  1776,  and  on  the  following 


Fourth  of  July  Independence  was  declared.    No  doubt  his  "  Common  Sense" 
accomplished  much  in  leading  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Paine  was  ever  active  and  diligent  in  struggling  for  our  liberty.  In 
1777,  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence  had  been  proclaimed  and 
declared,  and  when  hosts  of  British  arms  stood  in  fearful  array  against  us ; 
he  volunteered  his  services,  shouldered  his  musket,  and  joined  our  army  un- 
der Washington.  In  New  Jersey  amidst  cold,  fatigue,  and  various  hardships, 
he  kept  close  by  the  side  of  our  leading  champion.  This  was  a  dark  period 
in  our  history.  It  was  then,  that  after  having  been  under  arms,  and  without 
changing  his  clothes  for  four  days,  and  before  surrendering  himself  to  that 
repose  that  was  demanded  by  exhausted  nature,  he  penned  the  first  number  of 
the  Crisis.  In  this  he  ministered  comfort  and  encouragement  to  our  men. 
It  was  indeed  a  light  shining  in  a  dark  place.  By  his  magical  skill,  each  fail- 
ure on  our  side,  appeared  as  as  advantage,  and  each  trivial  success,  an  im- 
portant victory.  The  respect  and  veneration  for  royalty  that  still  remained 
became  more  and  more  swept  away  by  his  keen  and  biting  sarcasm.  This 
paper  began  thus  "  These  are  the  times  that  try  men's  souls.  The  summer 
soldier,  and  the  sunshine  patriot  will  in  this  crisis  shrink  from  the  service  of 
his  country:  but  he  that  stands  it  now  deserves  the  love  and  thanks  of  man 
and  woman.  Tyranny,  like  hell,  is  not  easily  conquered."  This  publication 
had  the  mostjpmppy  effect  upon  the  public  mind.  Shortly  after  it  was  sent 
forth  from  the  camp  of  war,  an  addition  of  five  thousand  men  was  made  to 
the  American  army.  The  Crisis  was  from  time  to  time  continued  during  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  was  powerful  in  aiding  our  cause. 

It  was  not  only  with  his  pen  and  musket  that  Paine  rendered  us  service 
but  also  with  his  money.  The  Continental  money  had  become  worthless, 
public  credit  was  gone,  and  the  nation  was  poor.  He  then  gave  out  of  his 
own  pocket  five  hundred  pounds,  nearly  all  he  was  worth,  to  recruit  our 
army.  He  also  aided  in  establishing  the  North  American  Bank.  That  in- 
stitution indeed  may  regard  him  as  its  Father. 

Thomas  Paine  was  called  from  the  Army  to  fill  the  office  of  Secretary  to 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.  After  holding  this  office  about  two  years 
he  resigned.  In  1781  he  accompanied  Colonel  Laurens  to  France,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  loan  from  the  French  Government.  In  that  distant 
land  he  ably  pleaded  our  cause,  and  returned  with  a  loan  of  two  and  a  half 
millions  of  livres  in  specie,  and  stores  to  a  large  amount. 

After  the  Revolutionary  War  had  terminated,  and  our  independence  had 
been  acknowledged  by  Great  Britian,  he  did  not  sit  down  with  the  victorious 
to  reap  his  reward,  and  seek  for  an  office  under  the  New  Government  for  the 
establishment  of  which  he  had  so  arduously  laboured.  With  the  love  of  li- 
berty glowing  in  his  breast,  and  with  enlarged  views,  he  cast  an  eye  of  com- 
passion on  his  oppressed  fellow  men  in  other  regions.  Encouraged  by  the 
aspect  of  political  affairs  in  Europe,  he  returned  to  his  native  land,  with  the 
hope  of  crushing  tyranny,  and  extending  equal  and  just  rights  among  the  peo- 
ple. The  Spirit  of  the  French  Revolution  was  ihen  dreaded  by  the  English. 
Paine  addressed  an  animated  and  energetic  address  to  the  French  people,  in 
which  he  exhibited  the  folly  and  injustice  of  hereditary  succession,  and  de- 
fended the  rights  of  the  people  to  establish  such  a  government  as  they 
should  deem  best  to  promote  their  general  welfare.  When  the  apostate  and 
pensioned  Burke  engaged  to  write  down  the  French  Revolution,  Paine  was 
led  to  produce  his  great  political  -work,  "  The  Rights  of  Man"  By  this  he 
struck  terror  into  the  aristocracy  of  England,  and  caused  the  very  throne  of 
monarchy  to  tremble.  This  work  being  unanswerable  its  author  was  per- 
secuted as  a  raise  and  wicked  libeller.  "If,"  says  Paine,  "  to  expose  the 
fraud  and  imposition  of  Monarchy,  and  every  species  of  hereditary  govern- 
ment—to lessen  the  oppression  of  taxes — to  promote  plans  for  the  education 


of  helpless  infancy,  and  the  comfortable  support  of  the  aged  and  distressed — 
to  endeavor  to  conciliate  nations  to  each  other — to  extirpate  the  horrid  prac- 
tice of  war — to  promote  universal  peace,  civilization,  and  commerce — and 
break  the  chains  of  political  superstition,  and  raise  degraded  man  to  his  pro- 
per rank.  If  these  things  be  libellous  let  me  live  the  life  of  a  libeller,  and 
Jet  the  name  of  libeller  be  engraved  on  my  tomb."  The  wrath  of  the  Eng- 
lish government  was  about  to  be  poured  out  on  him,  and  the  halter  which  he 
had  escaped  by  the  fortune  of  war  in  America,  hung  in  terror  over  him  as 
the  reward  of  his  labours  in  his  native  land.  His  name  had  reached  France 
with  honor,  and  before  the  schemes  of  the  English  were  ripe  for  his  execu- 
tion, he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  National  Assembly  in  France,  and  a 
deputation  waited  on  him  in  England,  and  escorted  him  to  that  country. 

In  the  Convention  at  Paris  he  voted  with  the  moderate  party.  Happy 
would  it  have  been  for  France,  and  happy  for  the  cause  of  liberty  throughout 
the  world,  if  the  wise  and  mild,  though  energetic  counsels  of  Paine  had  pre- 
vailed, and  the  scaffold  had  not  been  stained  with  the  blood  of  all  ranks  and 
sexes  and  conditions.  When  the  unfortunate  Louis  was  arraigned  at  the 
bar,  his  voice  of  deep  compassion  was  heard  in  his  behalf.  He  plead  for  the 
preservation  of  his  life.  He  warred  against  the  system  of  Monarchy  but  not 
against  the  monarch  and  the  man.  By  this  act  of  mercy  and  noble  heroism 
Paine  brought  on  himself  the  displeasure  of  Robespiere  and  his  party,  and 
was  condemned  to  imprisonment.  He  was  sentenced  to  the  guillotine.  By 
a  singular  and  providential  circumstance  he  escaped  execution.  An  order 
was  given  to  bring  out  Paine  to  the  place  of  blood  and  death.  The  officer 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  through  mistake,  led  out  another  man  who  was 
beheaded.  During  the  delay  occasioned  by  this  work  of  death,  Robespiere 
met  with  his  overthrow,  and  the  sentence  of  death  which  had  been  passed  on 
Paine  was  revoked,  and  his  life  was  saved.  James  Monroe  was  then  the 
American  Minister  at  Paris.  He  interceded  for  the  release  of  Paine  from 
prison  and  succeeded.  He  entertained  him  at  his  house,  and  offered  him  a 
passage  in  tho  same  vessel  with  himself  to  America.  He  well  knew  the 
conspicuous  and  valuable  service  that  Paine  had  rendered  our  country  in  the 
Revolutionary  struggle.  Again  the  life  of  Paine  was  remarkably  preserved. 
The  emissaries  of  England  had  been  in  search  for  him,to  take  his  life.  They  ex- 
amined the  vessel  in  which  Monroe  had  sailed,  but  Paine  was  not  there  to  be 
found,  he  had  fortunately  sailed  in  an  another  vessel,  and  thus  escaped  their 
vigilance.  Why  did  the  English  wish  to  hang  him  ]  Had  he  dyed  his  hands  in 
the  blood  of  a  fellow  being  \  or  in  any  war  trampled  on  the  privileges  of  the 
people  1  No !  They  wished  to  hang  him  because  he  had  written  "  The 
Rights  of  Man." 

When  he  returned  to  America  he  found  the  wife  of  the  man  who  had  (un- 
intenlially  on  his  part)  been  taken  out,  in  his  stead,  to  the  bloody  scaffold  and 
executed,  and  gave  her  a  handsome  annuity  for  life. 

For  his  valuable  services  to  our  country,  Paine  received  from  Congress 
$3000,  from  Pennsylvania  £500,  and  from  Now  York  an  estate  of  about  300 
acres  of  land. 

During  Paine's  imprisonment  in  Paris,  he  published  the  first  pait  of 
"  The  Age  of  Reason."  In  ".The  Age  of  Reason  "  he  boldly  and  fear- 
lessly advocated  the  freedom  of  the  mind, — the  noblest  freedom  of  all! 
Mere  physical  liberty  is  of  little  value  when  the  mind  is  enchained. 
Mental  liberty  and  defiance  of  man's  controul  in  religion  lie  at  the  founda- 
tion of  a  just  and  liberal  civil  government.  Let  every  soul  be  subject  to  the 
higher  powers,  for  there  is  nq  power  but  of  God,  is  the  mandate  of  the  sys- 
tem whose  divine  authority  lie  opposed.  Tyranny  can  find  many  passages 
in  the  Scriptures  to  justify  itself.  Equality  of  men,  and  the  rights  of  men, 
can  only  rest  secure  by  rejecting  or  explaining  away  many  of  the  declarations 
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in  the  bible.  The  "  Age  of  Reason  "  drew  upon  Paine  the  odium  and  per- 
secution of  the  Church.  His  important  and  disinterested  actions  in  behalf 
of  our  country  were  thrown  into  the  shade,  and  he  was  viewed  as  meriting 
general  scorn. 

Besides  the  works  mentioned,  Paine  was  the  author  of  an  Epistle  to  the 
Quakers — Public  Good — Letters  to  the  Abbey  Raynal — Dissertations  on 
Government — Examination  of  the  Prophecies — Reply  to  Bishop  Watson — 
Agrarian  Justice — English  System  of  Finance,  and  some  other  minor  pieces 
in  prose  and  verse.  He  presented  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  Paris  a 
model  of  a  Cast  Iron  Bridge. 

Thomas  Paine  died  in  New  York  in  1809,  aged  72  years. 

A  short  sketch  of  the  career  of  the  man,  whose  birth  we  this  day  celebrate 
has  been  given.  It  is  commendable  to  show  forth  to  the  world  our  gratitude 
for  the  services  he  has  rendered  the  human  race,  and  to  manifest  that  we  ap- 
preciate his  character  and  conduct.  Thus  may  others  be  induced  to  imitate 
his  virtues,  and  to  emulate  his  noble  actions. 

Our  country  owes  the  memory  of  Faine  a  debt  of  deep  gratitude.  He  was 
mighty  in  pulling  down  the  strong  holds  of  British  oppression  and  cruelty  in 
high  places  among  us.  The  influence  of  his  pen  in  rescuing  us  from  bond- 
age cannot  be  adequately  calculated.  In  the  language  of  one  of  his  cotem- 
poraries,  "His  pen  was  equal  to  twenty  thousand  armed  men"  and  this  cal- 
culation of  the  amount  of  power  he  exerted  is  no  doubt  far  too  low.  It  did 
much  to  elevate  the  eyes  of  our  people,  to  the  sublime  altitude  of  free,  sover- 
eign, and  independent  United  States,  and  to  illume  the  way,  and  urge  them 
on  to  the  lofty  stand.  The  Declaration  of  Independence  that  has  immortali- 
zed the  names  of  each  of  its  signers,  had  its  rise  in  a  good  degree  from  his 
mightily-wielded  pen. 

Fellow  citizens  of  Philadelphia !  We  especially  should  honour  him  who 
landed  first  in  this  place,  who  did  so  much  in  delivering  our  common  country 
from  servitude,  and  in  leading  to  the  production  of  that  instrument  which 
had  its  origin  here,  and  enobles  our  city,  as  the  birth  place  of  liberty.  Had 
it  not  been  for  the  arrival  of  the  injured  Paine  on  our  shore,  and  his  power- 
ful efforts  in  our  behalf,  Monarchial  force  might  perhaps,  till  now  have  been 
holding  its  dark  and  dreadful  dominion  over  us.  He  was  disinterested  in  his 
actions.  He  ventured  his  purse,  his  life,  his  all,  in  a  doubtful  contest.  The 
blaze  of  glory  that  surrounds  the  conqueror,  who  has  shed  the  blood  of  thou- 
sands of  his  fellow  beings  from  mere  selfish  ambition  shall  have  passed  away 
Jong  before  the  name  of  Paine  is  forgotten  by  the  true  friends  of  man. 

Paine  was  emphatically  an  independant  man.  In  doing  what  he  thought 
right  he  regarded  not  the  smiles  or  frowns  of  any.  He  pursued  his  own  un- 
deviating  and  unflinching  course.  In  going  forth  to  the  field  of  battle  in  our 
Revolutionary  struggle,  in  attacking  the  British  System  of  Government,  in 
our  country  and  in  England,  in  pleading  for  the  life  of  Louis  Capet  before 
his  blood-thirsty  destroyers,  and  in  publishing  the  "  Age  of  Reason,"  he  pre- 
sented the  same  bold  and  fearless  defiance. 

In  publishing  his  "Age  of  Reason,"  he  well  knew  the  consequences  to 
himself,  but  he  did  not  shrink  from  what  he  thought  his  duty.  The  publica- 
tion of  it  showed  that  popularity,  and  self-ambition  were  not  his  objects.  It 
proved  his  sincerity  and  honesty.  No  doubt  the  master  spirits  of  the  Revol- 
ution believed  with  him  on  the  subject  of  religion,  but  with  the  exception  of 
Jefferson,  they  did  not  make  a  full  and  open  expression  of  their  sentiments. 
They  did  however,  vote  Christianity  out  of  the  Constitution,  and  allow- 
ed a  full  toleration  on  religion.  Paine  accomplished  much  in  destroying  the 
supposed  divine  authority  of  the  Scriptures.  He  had  seen  them  by  the  most 
legitimate  interpretation,  made  the  instrument  of  darkening,  enslaving,  and 


corrupting  the  minds  of  men.  He  vigorously  opposed  their  divinity,  and  stood 
almost  alone  in  the  contest.  He  employed  only  the  weapons  of  intellect,  and 
investigation,  in  stemming  the  torrent  of  bigotry  and  fanatacism.  Timidity, 
a  want  of  resolution,  and  a  fear  of  losing  in  money  and  popularity  are  in  the 
present  day  great  obstacles  to  the  spread  of  liberal  principles.  Such  coward- 
ice and  selfishness  the  example  of  Paine  condemns. 

^Paine  was  industrious  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty.  He  slumbered  not, 
nor  slept  the  sleep  of  idleness,  and  what  he  did  he  did  with  all  his  might. 
He  wrote  for  practice,  and  did  not  deal  in  idle  theories,  and  speculations. 
His  writings  told  on  the  doings  and  destinies  of  all  his  species. 

The  subject  of  our  praise  gave  full  credit  to  the  Scriptures  for  all  the  his- 
torical truths,  and  moral  maxims  they  contain.  He  ascribed  philanthropy  and 
benevolence  to  Christ.  He  plainly  acknowledged  the  existence  of  a  God, 
and  a  future  state  of  rewards  and  punishments.  The  religion  he  believed  in 
is  free  from  the  authority  and  dogmas  of  men.  It  is  built  on  the  nature  of 
the  human  mind  and  breathes  in  every  thing  around  us.  Christians  could  not 
answer  the  arguments  of  Paine.  They  could  not  burn  him.  They  could 
not  fetter  his  mind,  and  check  his  pen.  What  was  to  be  done  ?  They  en- 
deavored to  suppress  his  work,  and  prevent  its  being  read.  They  attacked 
his  reputation— that  which  is  so  valuable  to  every  man,and  became  slanderers 
of  his  good  name.  With  the  most  ignoble  efforts  they  attempted  to  destoy 
his  character.  The  libels  on  his  character  now  mislead  none  but  the  bigotted 
or  the  duped.  Truly  he  has  been  hated  without  a  cause.  He  wrote  for  the 
welfare  of  society,  and  the  very  liberty  of  speech  and  the  press  for  which  he 
had  toiled  so  much,  were  employed  to  brand  him  with  every  kind  of  igno- 
miny and  reproach.  But  his  name  shall  not  be  buried  in  oblivion  and  scorn. 
The  time  is  coming  when  justice  shall  be  generally  given  to  his  memory, 
and  we  want  nothing  more.  Ere  long  the  clouds  of  darkness  and  detraction, 
and  calumny  have  thrown  around  him  will  vanish  away,  and  he  will  stand 
forth  to  the  world  in  his  true  light—the  disinterested  patriot,  the  fearless 
champion  of  physical  and  mental  liberty,  and  the  friend  of  man's  rights  all 
over  the  world. 

His  principles  in  religion  are  rapidly  extending.  There  is  a  spirit  of  free 
and  bold  inquiry  abroad  on  the  earth.  Venerable  antiquity,  and  human  au- 
thority are  losing  their  power  over  the  minds  of  the  people.  Clerical  do- 
minion is  becoming  weaker.  The  Church,  that  embraces  but  a  small  propor- 
tion of  the  human  race  is  divided  into  numberless  parts.  It  has  a  variety  of 
sects  warring  with  one  another,  and  bears  within  its  bosom  the  elements  of 
its  own  destruction.  A  house  divided  against  itself  cannot  ultimately  stand. 
Liberal  opinions  are  now  extensively  entertained  within  the  very  pale  of  the 
church.  Many  christians  are  themselves  busily  engaged  in  explaining  away 
the  vital  and  most  objectionable  parts  of  their  religion.  Tue  Church  will 
soon  become  like  us,  and  occupy  our  ground.  Many  talented  and  learned 
men  in  our  country  are  decidedly  liberal  in  their  religious  views.  It  is  a  sub- 
ject of  regret  that  so  few  of  them  openly  declare  their  opinions.  Science  is 
indirectly  exerting  a  mighty  influence  in  behalf  of  our  cause.  It  cannot 
with  all  the  energy  and  spirit  of  adaptation  in  the  church  be  completely 
warped  to  promote  its  interest,  The  power  of  the  church,  from  education, 
wealth,  and  eloquence  is  great,  but  it  cannot  finally  prevail. 

Paine  lived  in  advance  of  the  great  majority  of  his  age.  Few  in  his 
time  could  properly  appreciate  his  worth  and  usefulness.  Washington,  Frank- 
lin, Rush,  and  some  other  enlightened  and  discerning  men  knew  him.  They 
bestowed  on  him  their  friendship  and  their  praise. 

Let  the  principles  of  physical  and  mental  liberty  be  cherished  and  advan- 
ced,  and  our  Republic  will  continue  to  be  the  day-star  of  liberty  to  the  be- 
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nighted  and  oppressed  of  other  soils, — a  bright  beacon  to  lead  them  on  to 
freedom,  and  a  torch  to  light  the  funeral  pile  of  tyranny  and  oppression.  Let 
education,  science,  and  virtue,  and  an  uncontrolled  spirit  of  investigation  pre- 
vail, let  it  be  known  that  civil  liberty,  and  a  rejection  of  supernatural  reli- 
gion are  ultimately  blended,  and  let  religious  thraldom  pass  away,  and  then 
we  may  be  confident  that  our  country  will  be  the  great  sun  that  will  eventu- 
ally dispel  the  darkness  of  the  mental  world,  and  introduce  a  splendid  and 
endless  day  of  liberty,  science,  peace  happiness  and  good  will. 


CELEBRATION. 


The  birth-day  of  Thomas  Paine  was  celebrated  with  much  spirit,  harmo- 
ny, and  good  feeling,  by  a  large  assemblage  of  Free  Enquirers,  and  their 
friends.  John  Ferral  acting  as  President,  and  John  Wilbank,  John  Lozier 
and  JosaphDean  as  Vice  Presidents 

After  the  cloth  was  removed,  the  following  Regular  and  Volunteer  toasts 
were  given,  accompanied  by  appropraite  airs,  from  a  j'art  of  the  German 
band.  The  festivities  of  the  evening  were  enlivened  at  intervals  by  a  number 
of  sentimental,  patriotic,  and  humorous  songs. 

REGULAR  TOASTS. 

1.  The  day  we  Commemorate. — It  gave  birth  to  a  human  being  whose 
writings  have  shaken  the  thrones  of  tyrants,  and  alarmed  the  deceivers  of 
men  in  their  temples  of  superstition. 

Air:  Hail  Columbia. 

2.  Thomas  Paine.— His  writings,  more  imperishable  than  the  monument 
of  marble  about  to  be  erected  to  his  memory  in  New  York. 

Marseillois  Hymn. 

3.  Common  Sense. — The  first  immortal  work  of  Thomas  Paine !    It  awa- 
kened the  sleeping  energies  of  our  fathers,  and  brought  about  a  CRISIS  that 
astonished  the  world.    It  caused  the  RIGHTS  or  MAN  to  be  proclaimed  till 
kings  trembled  on  their  thrones,  and  priestly  deceivers  groaned  over  their  al- 
tars at  the  introduction  of  the  AGE  OF  REASON. 

Yankee  Doodle. 

4.  The  Tree  of  Liberty— planted  in  America  by  Thomas  Paine.    It  can 
only  flourish  in  a  soil  that  produces  the  Tree  of  Knowledge. 

Liberty  Tree. 

5.  Byron  and  Shelly. — The    Damon   and   Pythias   of  modern  times. 
Their  writings  more  terrible  to  kings,  priests,  and  hierarchies,  than^was  the 
thunder  bolts  of  Jupiter  to  the  giants  of  old. 

Scots  who?  ha'e. 

6.  The  Liberal  Periodicals  in  the   United  States. — May  their  numbers 
encrease.    And  while  they  serve  as  Messengers  of  Truth,  may  they  be  ably 
conducted  and  well  supported. 

The  American  Star. 

7.  Public  Discussions.—They  awaken  a  spirit  of  enquiry,  and  emanci* 
pata  many  from  the  shackles  of  prejudice  and  superstition. 

Life  let  us  cherish* 
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8.  The  Clergy. — Their  best  stock  in  trade  consists  of  hell  and  the  devil. 
With  these  they  frighten  people  out  of  their  senses,  and  then  out  of  their 
money. 

Rogues'  March. 

9.  Science  and  Philosophy.— May  they  continue  to  advance  till  they  occa- 
sion the  downfall  of  all  superstition  and  tyranny. 

Jefferson's  March. 

10.  Materiality  and  Spirituality.— Let  them  both  be  weighed  in  the  scale 
of  reason. 

A  man's  a  man  for  a?  that. 

11.  Internal  Improvement  as  developed  in  the  March  of  Mind. — The 
grand  engine  of  all  refbim.     May  it  continue  till  it  emancipates  the  world 
from  every  species  of  tyranny. 

Star  Spangled  Banner. 

12.  Woman. — When  enlightened,  the  grand  regulator  of  human  actions. 
The  equal  and  companion  of  man,  notwithstanding  the  bible  declaration,  that 
she  brought  sin  and  misery  into  the  world,and  that  man  should  rule  over  her. 

Is  there  a  heart  that  never  loved. 

The  following  correspondence  was  then  read  by  the  President : 

PHILADELPHIA,  Jan  17,  1838. 

To  GEORGE  R.  MCFARLANE: 

FRIEND  : — The  Society  of  Free  Enquirers  will  celebrate 
the  birth  day  of  the  political  champion  and  friend  of  America,  Thomas  Paine, 
on  the  29th  inst.,  and  I  am  authorised  by  the  society  to  invite  you  to  a  par- 
ticipation in  the  festivities  on  the  occasion :  should  your  valuable  time  and 
business  engagements  permit. 

I  remain,  yours  in  truth, 

JOHN  CANEY, 
Chairman  oj  the  Committee  of  Arrangement. 

HOLLIDAYSBURG,  January  21,  1838. 

MY  DJE/LR  FRIEND  : — 

Your  favor  of  the  17th  was  received  to-day,  and  as  you  insist  on  an  an- 
swer in  time  for  the  celebration,  I  have  sat  down  to  answer  it  forthwith, 
or  at  least  so  much  of  it  as  contains  your  kind  and  unexpected  invitation 
to  participate  in  the  celebration  of  the  birth-day  of  Paine  on  the  29th  inst. 
I  need  scarcely  say  to  you  how  much  pleasure  it  would  afford  me  to  com- 
ply with  your  kind  invitation  did  circumstances  permit,  nor  how  much  I  re- 
gret that  they  do  not.  Under  any  circumstances,  it  were  a  pleasure  to  meet 
around  the  festive  board  the  grateful  few,  who,  determined  to  rescue  the 
name  of  Paine  from  the  degradation  to  which  a  baffled  and  enraged  priest- 
hood ,had  consigned  it ;  animated  by  the  same  spirit,  which  dictated  "  Com 
mon  Sense,"  while  yet  the  magic  tie  of  connexion  between  the  colonies 
and  the  mother  country  existed  in  all  its  original  strength  :  which  inspired 
"The  Crisis,"  to  shed  its  light  upon  the  darkest  hours  of  the  Revolution: 
guided  the  pen  which  wrote  "The  Rights  of  Man,"  under  the  very  shadow 
of  the  throne  of  a  hereditary  monarch,  and  gave  to  the  world  "  The  Age 
of  Reason,"  while  yet  the  Inquisition,  the  stake  and  the  fagot,  were  the  pen- 
alties of  unbelief ;  assembled  in  public,  even  when  the  denunciations  of  the 
calumniated  patriot  and  his  friends  were  the  loudest  and  most  unceasing,  to 
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declare  his  virtues,  defend  his  character  from  the  slanders  of  his  enemies,- 
and  vindicate  Ms  claim  to  a  place  among  the  heroes  and  sages  of  '76. 

To  meet  with  such  as  these,  on  such  an  occasion  were  indeed  a  plea- 
sure under  any  circumstances,  but  under  present  circumstances,  would  to 
me  be  doubly  pleasing,  rendered  so  by  the  grateful  recollections  of  "Auld 
ndd  Lang  Syne, "  by  the  reflection  that  I  would  there  not  only  meet  with  a 
band  of  kindred  spirits,  such  as  /  meet  not  now,  but  with  those  with  whom 
I  have  met  in  former  years  on  similar  occasions:  some  ot  whom  I  have 
not  seen  for  years,  but  by  whom,  though  absent,  I  have  not  been  forgotten. 

Though  I  am  denied  this  pleasure,  there  is  a  pleasure  of  which  I  cannot 
be  debarred,  even  by  the  imperative  demands  of  business  ;  which  the  moun- 
tains, the  rivers,  the  weary  miles,  which  rise,  and  roll,  and  stretch  between 
us  on  this  festive  occasion  cannot  prevent  my  enjoying;  it  is  the  pleasing 
reflectioa  that  the  birth  day  of  the  long  calumniated  patriot,  will  be  again 
celebrated,  Ijy  the  faithful  few,  who  are  determined  to  "give  honour  where 
honour  is  due"  despite  the  scoffs,  the  frowns,  the  jeers  of  the  bigotted,  the 
ignorant  and  the  superstitious,  until  the  last  cloud  shall  be  removed  from 
his  fame,  and  they  who  have  reaped  the  benefit  of  "Common  Sense"  and 
the  crisis,  shall  do  tardy,  long  delayed  Justice  to  the  Author. 

This  is  the  eighth  regular  celebration  of  the  birth  day  of  Paine,  and  who 
shall  say  that  the  object  of  the  celebration  is  not  likely  to  be  effected1? 
Who  will  say  that  the  character  of  Paine  is  not  better  understood  :  his  vir- 
tues better  known,  his  services  to  his  country,  nay  to  mankind:  better  ap- 
preciated, than  they  were,  when,  ten  years  ago,  a  few  individuals  first  as- 
sembled in  this  city  in  private  celebration  of  his,  virtues  and  his  worth  1 
Surely  no  one  who  speaks  knowingly, 

The  character  of  Paine  is  better  understood:  his  virtues  are  better  known ; 
his  services  to  mankind  are  better  appreciated.  His  pure  disinterested  pa 
triotism  ;  his  ardent  untiring  love  of  freedom;  his  unfailing  devotion  to  civil 
and  Religious  Liberty  j  Hie  ablo  advocacy  and  defence  of  the  invaded  and 
inalienable  Rights  of  Man;  and  his  never  ceasing  hatred  and  detestation  of 
tyranny  and  oppression  in  all  its  varied  shapes,  are  every  day  presented  to 
some  mind,  heretofore  prepossessed  and  prejudiced  by  the  myrmidons  of  su- 
perstition. Such  minds  having  been  taught  to  look  upon  the  character  of  Paine 
ascomprisinor  all  that  is  vile  and  detestable.  When  the  prejudices  of  youth 
are  dispersed  by  the  light  of  truth  they  become  by  a  natural,  a  necessary  re- 
action, ardent  defenders  of  the  man  they  had  been  taught  to  despise  and  de- 
cry, and  aid  in  spreading  still  farther  his  merits  and  his  fame. 

Go  on  then  my  friends :  and  while  others  usher  in  with  the  roar  of  artil- 
lery, the  natal  day  of  the  hero,  whose  title  to  the  gratitude  of  posterity  is 
written  in  the  blood  of  his  fellows,  or  of  the  monarch  whose  birth  day  is 
hailed  with  outward  rejoicings,  but  inward  execrations  ;  ours  be  the  more 
pleasing  task  to  rescue  from  unmerited  reproach  the  character  of  the  man, 
•whose  whole  life  was  one  effort  in  behalf  of  Liberty  :  one  struggle  for  the 
Rights.of  Man  :  one  aspiration  for  Freedom  of  Conscience :  whose  reward 
has  been — not  the  plaudits  which  await  the  Conqueror:  not  the  honors  a- 
warded  the  tyrant  or  demagogue:  not  the  laurel  wreath  due  to  disinterest- 
ed patriotism :  but,  who  has  received  instead,  the  execrations  of  the  interest- 
ed priests  who  in  revenge,  that  he  exposed  the  craft  by  which  they  had 
their  gain  in  an  unanswered  and  unanswerable  work :  has  heaped  on  his  de- 
voted head  the  maledictions  of  the  bigot :  the  denunciations  of  the  fanatic  : 
and  the  scorn  of  the  unenquiring  believer,  until  hatred  of  the  Free  Enquirer 
has  been  suffered  to  obliterate  all  memory  of  the  services  of  the  Patriot. 

Let  us  not  hesitate  or  waver,  but  movefonward  in  the  cuase  so  well  begun  • 
so  prosperously  conducted;  for  by  defending  the  fame  of  the  departed,  we 
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defend  also  the  cause  and  disseminate  the  principles  he  advocated;  the  mer- 
its of  the  one  derive  their  lustre  and  value  from  the  other  : 

"'Tis  this  which  gives  value  to  human  applause, 
»  To  honor  the  MAN  is  to  honor  the  CAUSE." 

My  paper  and  my  time  admonish  me  to  stop,  lest  I  weary  your  patience; 
permit  me  to  offer  in  conclusion  the  following  sentiment : 

The  Free  Enquirers  of  Philadelphia — Abounding  in  talent,  and  not  de- 
ficient in  zeal  on  particular  occasions  :  may  they  cultivate  that  spirit  of  firm- 
ness and  perseverance,  which  is  alone  necessary,  (combined  with  their  in- 
tegrity and  moral  worth)  to  ensure  the  final  and  triumphant  success  of  their 
principles, 

GEORGE  R.  McFARLANE. 

Bb  the  President.  The  29th  of  January. — A  day  dear  to  our  country. 
As  being  the  birth-flay  of  Thomas  Paine,  her  earliest  and  warmest  friend,-— 
and  the  day  of  the  death  of  George  the  Third,  her  early  and  bitter  foe. 

By  the  1st  Vice  President.    Canadian  Liberty. 

Yet,  Freedom !  yet  thy  banner  torn  but  flying, 
Streams  like  the  thunder-storm  against  the  wind  ; 
Thy  trumpet-voice,  though  broken  now,  and  dying,    - 
The  loudest  still  the  tempest  leaves  behind  ; 
The  tree  has  lost  its  blossoms,  and  the  rind, 
Chop'd  by  the  axe,  looks  rough  and  little  worth, 
But  the  sap  lasts  ; — and  still  the  seeds  we  find 
Sown  deep,  e'en  in  the  bosom  of  the  north, 
So  shall  a  better  spring  less  bitter  fruits  bring  forth- 

By  the  2d  Vice  President.     Free  Enquiry. 

"Drearip.H  hy  tyrants,  hypaerii«s.  and  knaves, 
By  folly's  friends,  and  superstition's  slaves." 

By  John  Caney.  The  orator  of  the  day. — We  congratulate  him  on  his 
happy  effort  on  this  occasion.  May  he  always  be  ready  to  stand  forth  boldly 
in  vindicating  the  cause  of  Free  Enquiry. 

By  John  Lozier.  Our  invited  guest,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Genal. — A  great  aux- 
iliary in  the  cause  of  moral  improvement. 

•  By  Thomas  Speakman.    J.  D.  Custer,  our  invited  guest. — The  able  de- 
fender of  Materialism  against  Spiritualism. 

By  H.  Genal.  May  the  golden  "  Age  of  Reason"  soon  arrive,  when  in 
that  happy  time,  to  know  the  great  and  eternal  laws  of  Nature,  and  to  follow 
them  will  be  the  Religion  of  the  human  race. 

By  J.  D.  Custtr.  Thomas  Paine. — Equal  rights,  liberty,  science  and  in- 
dependence, without  the  benefit  of  clergy. 

By  Solomon  Demers. — The  immortal  author  of  Common  Sem~e,  and  the 
Rights  of  Man.  Posterity  will  do  justice  to  his  memory,  when  the  sun  of 
reason  has  dispelled  the  cloud  of  imposition  from  the  human  mind. 

By  R.  G.  Lanine.  May  reason  soon  be  firmly  fixed  in  her  seat,  and  sum- 
mon to  her  tribunal  the  foul  hag  superstition,  that  now  lurks  under  the  cloak 
of  priestcraft,  and  would  fetter  our  minds  with  bigotry  and  fanatacism,  and 
then  tell  us  we  must  sup  and  dine  with  Pluto. 

By  John  Logo.  The  Pen  and  sword.—  When  every  human  being  shall 
be  able  to  use  -the  former  in  a  proper  manner  there  will  be  no  use  for  the 
latter. 

By  Isaac  A.  Stevens.  Political  and  religious  liberty, — May  we  be  ever 
ready  to  assist  our  fellow  beings  in  obtaining  or  maintaining  those  rights 
which  we  claim  for  ourselves. 
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By  Charles  Mead.  Sectarian  warfare,  the  fight  of  faith. — May  they 
continue  until  there  be  no  more  left  of  the  holy  belligerents  than  the  Kilken- 
ny cats  that  devoured  each  other. 

By  John  Coates.  Thomas  Paine,  the  Father  of  American  Liberty. — His 
virtues  can  only  be  appreciated  by  general  intelligence  and  universal  educa- 
tion. 

By  James  H.  Hurt.  The  Free  Enquirers  of  Philadelphia. — May  they 
ever  be  united,  for  in  union  there  is  strength  :  which  when  used  against  su- 
perstition must  prevail. 

By  H.  Young.  Woman. — The  weaker  and  fairer  portion  of  human  na- 
ture; not  predestinated,  but  forced  by  man's  intolerance  and  usurpation,  to  a 
menial  condition :  robbed  of  inestimable  rights  from  time  immemorial,  by  as- 
sumed temporal  and  spiritual  anointments.  She  will  ere  long  assert  her  na- 
tural rights,  and  will  receive  the  aid  of  all  liberal  minds  of  the  stronger  sex. 

By  Joseph  Herriges.  The  man  that  knows  the  use  of  his  five  senses,  and 
can  use  them  like  Thomas  Paine,  will  neither  become  the  dupe  of  a  priest, 
or  a  designing  politician. 

By  J.  S.  Female  emancipation  from  the  shackles  of  priest  craft,  which 
has  made  them  desperate  gamblers  in  the  imaginary  Lottery  of  Heaven. 

By  H.  Creasy-  Liberty,  sweeter  than  the  honey  found  in  Samson's  lion. 
Reason,  stronger  than  Samson  himself.  As  for  this  riddle  Pomroy  far  ex- 
cels him,  for  he  gave  Sleigh  and  his  disciples  riddles,  that  neither  they  nor  a 
wiser  man  than  Solomon  could  unriddle. 

By  W.  B.  A.  Gildee.  The  force  of  priestcraft  best  known  where  ignor- 
ance prevails  most. 

By  Charles,  Mead.  Gilbert  Vale,  of  New  York.-— The  lamps  of  his  bea- 
con are  well  trimmed,  and  they  burn  with  a  clear  blaze. 

By  Mr.  Kerrison.  Frances  Wright,  the  untiring  advocate  of  human  im- 
provement. 

By  John  Caney.  G.  R.  McFarlane. — We  regret  his  absence  OH  this  glo- 
rious occasion.  Yet  ue  are  apprised  that  he  is  at  this  time,  reciprocating 
our  joys,  and  with  us  truly  in  spirit.  May  heallhand  happiness  be  his  lot. 

By  Thomas  T.  Neill.  Thomas  Paine. — May  his  name  be  a  pain  to  priests 
and  persecuting  people. 

By  H:  A.  Gildee.  Priest  governed  women  I  don't  like.  Priest-ridden 
men  I  hate. 

By  a  Guest.  Hume  and  Gibbon. — Immortal  historians,  who  had  the  bold- 
ness to  proclaim  the  truth,  in  opposition  to  the  frown  of  bigots  and  the  thun- 
ders of  the  church. 

By  John  Logo.  Mr.  Henry  Genal,  pastor  of  the  German  congregation 
of  Rationalists. — The  fearless  advocate  of  human  rights.  The  bold  expoun- 
der of  all  books  in  the  plain  and  obvious  sense  in  which  he  understands  them. 
May  he  undauntedly  continue  his  labours  for  the  benefit  of  the  many,  and  to 
the  confusion  of  the  few. 

By  John  Pray.  Superstition  and  priest-craft :  long  enough  have  their 
deeds  disgraced  the  pages  of  history,  their  days  are  numbered. 

By  Mr.  Harrison.  Productive  industry:  an  inexhaustable  capital  stock, 
and  the  true  basis  of  currency.  / 

By  a  Guest.  Thomas  Paine:  the  political  saviour  of  men.  His  name 
will  live  while  the  memory  of  his  calumniators,  will  be  lost  in  the  clouds  of 
oblivion. 

By  G.  W.  Y.  King-craft,  priest-craft  and  superstition,  a  trio  of  tyrants. 
May  the  work  of  reformation  go  on  till  these  crafts  are  destroyed  from  among 
the  people. 

By  William  P.  Lippincott.  The  Boston  Investigator :  may  all  those 
indebted  to  it  forthwith  liquidate  its  claims. 
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By  the  2d  Vice  President.  Thomas  Paine ;  he  was  bold  enough  to  be 
honest,  and  honest  enough  to  be  bold. 

By  William  Culhbert.  The  Christians'  Devil :  a  good  democrat,  too  proud 
to  bend  the  knee  to  any  monarch,  so  far  let  his  principles  prevail. 

By  J.  N.  The  Boston  Investigator.  A  battering  ram  against  the  walls 
of  Zion. 

By  Samuel  Pray.  Witch-craft,  priest-craft,  and  King-craft.  The  first 
is  defunct ;  the  too  last  on  the  man-god  speed. 

By  John  Haveland.  May  the  institutions  of  this  country  always  be  free 
from  the  blighting  influence  of  superstition. 

By  J.  D.  R.  Sects  denouncing  sects.  They  speak  the  truth  when  they 
accuse  each  other  of  hypocrisy  and  deception. 

By  J  Holden.  Mr.  Paine's  Rights  of  Man :  may  it  be  universally  read 
and  duly  appreciated. 

By  Jacob  McKelshner.  Abner  Kneeland :  the  talented  champion  of  Free 
Enquiry.  The  force  and  vigor  of  his  arguments  are  such  as  to  make  the 
priesthood  writhe  under  the  lash  of  truth. 

By  H.  Young.  The  Clergy: 

They  are,  of  all,  the  most  prone  to  evil; 

Their  chief  desire's  to  fill  their  coffers; 
Make  their  living  by  the  devil, 
And  go  where'er  most  money  offers. 

By  Isaac  A.  Stevens.  Woman. — To  reflect  on  her  for  eating,  as  they 
say,  of  the  Tree  of  Knowledge;  would  be  to  crave  a  state  of  ignorance,  we 
regret  only  that  she  did  not  eat  of  the  Tree  of  Life,  that  we  might  longer  en- 
joy her  society. 

By  a  Guest.  Common  Sense. — May  it  never  be  superceded  by  a  spirit- 
ual sense,  nor  any  other  nonsense. 

By  J.  R.  8.  Dr.  Knowlton  in  the  east,  Dr.  Underbill  in  the  west,  and 
Dr.  Cooper  in  the  south.  Skilful  physicians  in  curing  the  diseases  of  super- 
stition. 

By  J,  Steiner.  Thomas  Paine  and  Thomas  Jefferson :  two  great  cham- 
pions in  the  cause  of  human  rights  and  religious  freedom.  Let  us  cherish 
their  memory,  imitate  their  virtues,  and  iaculcate  their  principles. 

By  a  Free  Enquirer.  Thomas  Paine :  the  great  apostle  of  mental  liber- 
ty. May  his  principles  find  support  in  this  Age  of  Reason  and  Reform  till 
they  extend  over  the  civilized  world. 
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The  following  song,  by  C.  Mead,  was  sung  with  a  full  chorus,  and  had  a 
pleasing  effect : 

TO  THE  MEMORY  OF 

THOMAS  PAINE. 

ADAPTED  TO  THE  AIR  OF  "  AULD  LANG  SY^iJ." 


Should  Freemen,  Freedom's  friends  forget, 

And  never  speak  their  praise  ; 
Should  Freedom's  champion  be  beset, 

With  bigots,  fools  and  knaves. 
A  brighter  scene  to  us  unfolds, 

We  pleasure  feel  from  PAINE  ; 
Who  in  the  day  that  tried  men's  souls, 

Could  kindle  Freedom's  flame. 

He  strangled  error  in  his  grasp, 

And  made  impostors  rail ; 
He  strangled  error  in  his  grasp, 

That  Justice  might  prevail. 
While  saints  and  shiners  now  abound, 

Who  cannot  PAINE  endure ; 
Here  honest  hearts  enough  are  found, 

To  guard  his  fame  secure. 

Should  holy  men  for  heaven's  sake, 

Against  our  lives  conspire ; 
No  more  can  bigots  plant  the  stake, 

Nor  zealots  light  the  fire. 
Now.  here  are  those  who  friendly  feel, 

Towards  the  human  kind ; 
And  here  are  souls  that  never  yield, 

To  bondage  of  the  mind. 

While  some  the  Rights  of  Man  deride, 

And  falsehood  spread  afar; 
We've  reason's  dictate  for  our  guide, 

And  truth  our  polar  star. 
Fair  science  in  her  potent  sway, 

Now  sheds  her  lucid  beams ; 
And  in  her  march  will  force  away, 

A  babel  built  of  dreams. 

Shall  tyrants  raise  their  thrones  of  blood, 

From  altars  bathed  in  tears ; 
And  govern  in  the  name  of  God, 

To  prey  on  human  fears. 
Now  be  it  wafted  on  the  wind, 

O'er  ev'ry  land  and  sea, 
That  priestly  fetters  shall  not  bind, 

The  conscience  of  the  FREE. 
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